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According to the UNESCO Commission on Education (1979)
(Learning to be: The World of Education today and tomorrow;
"educational institutions are a decisive factor in training men to
contribute to the development of society, to play an active part in c

rwdofe

is a sine qua non both for modernization and sustenance
and also to make man "be himself and "to become himsell .
India has been trying to provide access to education to large sections
of our society mainly through the formal system. The assumptions or
the formal system according to Prof.G.Ram Reddy, are:

a)     there should be full-time teachers to teach;

b)     the students must belong to certain age groups and be luu-ume
learners;                                                                     ,   .

c)     instruction can take place only in specially earmarked ciass-
rooms;and

d)     instruction has to be face-to-face.                                          , ,
It is obvious from these assumptions, that the formal system wouia

leave out all those who cannot satisfy its requirements, tnus
^criminating against a major section of society which cannot attora
full-tune learning.

Mr.K.C. Pant, while introducing the Bill in Rajya Sabha, regarding
the establishment of the Indira Gandhi National Open University,
observed that "despite the tremendous expansion of formal system o
higher education since independence, the pressure on the system is
continuously increasing. Indeed, the system has not been able to provide
an effective means to equalise educational opportunities, primarily due
to its elitism, rigidities, conservatism and expensiveness".
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